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Boyce,  Jo Ann Allen & Debby Levy. This Promise for Change: One Girl’s Struggle in the Fight for School Equality.
2019. In 1956, one year before federal troops escorted the Little Rock 9 into Central High School,
fourteen year old Jo Ann Allen was one of twelve African-American students who broke the color
barrier and integrated Clinton High School in Tennessee. At first things went smoothly for the Clinton
12, but then outside agitators interfered, pitting the townspeople against one another. Uneasiness
turned into anger, and even the Clinton Twelve themselves wondered if the easier thing to do would
be to go back to their old school.

Carmon, Irin and Knizhni, Shana.. Notorious RBG- The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Young Readers
Adaptation, by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik. Notorious RBG draws on intimate access to
Ginsburg's family members, close friends, colleagues, and clerks, as well an interview with the Justice
herself. An original hybrid of reported narrative, annotated dissents, rare archival photos and
documents, and illustrations, the book tells a never-before-told story of an unusual and
transformative woman who transcends generational divides.

Fleming, Candace. The Rise and Fall of Charles Lindbergh. 2020: First human to cross the Atlantic via airplane;
one of the first American media sensations; Nazi sympathizer and anti-Semite; loner whose baby was
kidnapped and murdered; champion of Eugenics, the science of improving a human population by
controlled breeding; tireless environmentalist. Charles Lindbergh was all of the above and more. Here
is a rich, multi-faceted, utterly spellbinding biography about an American hero who was also a deeply
flawed man. In this time where values Lindbergh held, like white Nationalism and America First, are
once again on the rise, The Rise and Fall of Charles Lindbergh is essential reading for teens and history
fanatics alike.

Geoffreys, Clayton. Stephen Curry: The Inspiring Story of One of Basketball’s Sharpest Shooters. 2014. “Stephen
Curry has had an electrifying basketball career playing in the National Basketball Association. In this
Stephen Curry biography, we will learn about how Steph became the star point guard that he is
today.”

Guerrero, Diane and Morose, Erica. My Family Divided: One Girl’s Journey of Love, Loss and Hope. Actress Diane
Guerrero, presents her personal story in this middle-grade memoir about her parents’ deportation
and the nightmarish struggles of undocumented immigrants and their American children. One day,
while Guerrero was at school, her undocumented immigrant parents were taken from their home,
detained, and deported. Guerrero's life, which had been full of the support of a loving family, was
turned upside down.

Hillenbrand, Laura. Unbroken:(The Young Adult Adaptation) A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and
Redemption. 2017: “When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all
odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles
of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater.
Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering
with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would
be suspended on the fraying wire of his will.”

Hoose, Phillip. Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice. 2010.  “On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fed
up with the daily injustices of Jim Crow segregation, refused to give her seat to a white woman on a
segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as Rosa Parks would be just
nine months later, fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin found herself shunned by her classmates and
dismissed by community leaders. Undaunted, a year later she dared to challenge segregation again as
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a key plaintiff in Browder v. Gayle, the landmark case that struck down the segregation laws of
Montgomery and swept away the legal underpinnings of the Jim Crow South.”

Jennings, Jazz. Being Jazz: My Life as a (Transgender) Teen. 2016. “Jazz Jennings is one of the youngest and
most prominent voices in the national discussion about gender identity. At the age of five, Jazz
transitioned to life as a girl, with the support of her parents. ... But it hasn't all been easy. Jazz has
faced many challenges, bullying, discrimination, and rejection, yet she perseveres as she educates
others about her life as a transgender teen. Through it all, her family has been beside her on this
journey, standing together against those who don't understand the true meaning of tolerance and
unconditional love.”

Johnson, Katherine. Reaching for the Moon:  The Autobiography of NASA Mathematician Katherine Johnson. As
a young girl, Katherine Johnson showed an exceptional aptitude for math. In school she quickly
skipped ahead several grades and was soon studying complex equations with the support of a
professor who saw great promise in her. But ability and opportunity did not always go hand in hand.
As an African American and a girl growing up in an era of brutal racism and sexism, Katherine faced
daily challenges. Still, she lived her life with her father’s words in mind: “You are no better than
anyone else, and nobody else is better than you.”  In the early 1950s, Katherine was thrilled to join the
organization that would become NASA. She worked on many of NASA’s biggest projects including the
Apollo 11 mission that landed the first men on the moon

Kamkwamba, William. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Reader’s Edition). 2012. “When a terrible
drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops,
leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore science books in his
village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's
life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's
windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water they needed to farm
the land.”

Leyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box. This, the only memoir published by a former Schindler’s list child,
perfectly captures the innocence of a small boy who goes through the unthinkable. Leon Leyson (born
Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to
relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to
survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of Plaszow,
the concentration camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man,
Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his
four siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became world
renowned: Schindler’s list.

Morgan, Alex. Breakaway: Beyond the Goal. 2017. “As a talented and successful female athlete, Alex Morgan is a
role model to thousands of girls who want to be their best, not just in soccer, but in life. The story of
her path to success—from playing in the 2011 Women’s World Cup, to winning gold in the 2012
London Olympics, to ranking as one of the National Team’s top scorers—will inspire everyone who
reads it.”

Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World.
2014.  “When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew she was different. Years later she was
diagnosed with autism. Temple’s doctor recommended institutionalizing her, but her mother believed
in her. Temple went to school instead. Today, Dr. Temple Grandin, a scientist and professor of animal
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science at Colorado State University, is an autism advocate and her world-changing career
revolutionized the livestock industry.”

Newman, Magdalena & Nathaniel. Normal: One Kid’s Extraordinary Journey.  2020.  In this uplifting and
humorous memoir brimming with black-and-white comic illustrations, Nathaniel and his mother,
Magda, tell the story of his growing up with the same craniofacial syndrome as the boy from
Wonder—from facing sixty-seven surgeries before the age of fifteen, to making friends, moving across
the country, and persevering through hardships. How they tackle extraordinary circumstances with
love and resilience is a true testament to Nathaniel and Magda’s extraordinary family, and to families
everywhere who quietly but courageously persist.

Noah, Trevor. It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime, Stories from a South African Childhood. 2019.  Trevor Noah, host
of The Daily Show on Comedy Central, shares his remarkable story of growing up in South Africa with
a black South African mother and a white European father at a time when it was against the law for a
mixed-race child to exist. But he did exist--and from the beginning, the often-misbehaved Trevor used
his keen smarts and humor to navigate a harsh life under a racist government.  In a country where
racism barred blacks from social, educational, and economic opportunity, Trevor surmounted
staggering obstacles and created a promising future for himself thanks to his mom’s unwavering love
and indomitable will.

Noyes, Deborah. Ten Days a Madwoman: The Daring Life and Turbulent Times of the Original “Girl” Reporter:
Nellie Bly. 2017.  Young Nellie Bly had ambitious goals, especially for a woman at the end of the
nineteenth century, when the few female journalists were relegated to writing columns about
cleaning or fashion. But fresh off a train from Pittsburgh, Nellie knew she was destined for more and
pulled a major journalistic stunt that skyrocketed her to fame: feigning insanity, being committed to
the notorious asylum on Blackwell's Island, and writing a shocking exposé of the clinic’s horrific
treatment of its patients. Nellie Bly became a household name and raised awareness of political
corruption, poverty, and abuses of human rights.

Obama, Michelle. Becoming: Adapted for Young Readers. 2021: Michele Robinson was born on the South Side
of Chicago. From her modest beginnings, she would become Michelle Obama, the inspiring and
powerful First Lady of the United States, when her husband, Barack Obama, was elected the
forty-fourth president. They would be the first Black First Family in the White House and serve the
country for two terms. From her early years of marriage, and the struggle to balance being a working
woman, a wife, and the mom of two daughters, Michelle Obama details the shift she made to political
life and what her family endured as a result of her husband’s fast-moving political career and
campaign for the presidency.

Paulsen, Gary. Gone to the Woods: Surviving a Lost Childhood. 2021: Beloved author Gary Paulsen portrays a
series of life-altering moments from his turbulent childhood as his own original survival story. If not
for his summer escape from a shockingly neglectful Chicago upbringing to a North Woods homestead
at age five, there never would have been a Hatchet. Without the encouragement of the librarian who
handed him his first book at age thirteen, he may never have become a reader. And without his
desperate teenage enlistment in the Army, he would not have discovered his true calling as a
storyteller.  An entrancing account of grit and growing up, perfect for newcomers and lifelong fans
alike, this is the famed author at his rawest and most real.

Perritano, John. JohnMcCain: An American Hero.  Known for his willingness to stand up to his own party,
Senator John McCain has sometimes been called a "maverick." This fascinating biography covers
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McCain's life, from growing up as the son of a four-star admiral to his own time at the Naval Academy,
his service as a pilot, and his experience as a prisoner of war. It explores McCain's 30 years as a
senator, as well as his two bids for the presidency.

Plain, Nancy. This Strange Wilderness: The Life and Art of John James Audubon. 2015. “Before Audubon, no one
had seen, drawn, or written so much about the animals of this largely uncharted young country.
Aware that the wilderness and its wildlife were changing even as he watched, Audubon remained
committed almost to the end of his life ‘to search out the things which have been hidden since the
creation of this wondrous world.’”

Rinaldi, Tom. The Red Bandanna (Young Readers Adaptation). 2017.  “Welles Crowther did not see himself as a
hero. He was just an ordinary kid who played sports, volunteered at his local fire department, and
eventually headed off to college and then Wall Street to start a career. Throughout it all, he always
kept a red bandanna in his pocket, a gift from his father. On September 11, 2001, Welles was working
on the 104th floor of the South Tower of the World Trade Center when the Twin Towers were
attacked. That day, Welles made a fearless choice, and in doing so, saved many lives. The survivors
didn’t know his name, but one of them remembered a single detail clearly: the man was wearing a red
bandanna. Welles Crowther was a hero.”

Romero, Jordan. No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb the Seven Summits.
2014.  “On May 22, 2010, at the age of thirteen, American teenager Jordan Romero became the
youngest person to climb to the summit of Mount Everest. At fifteen, he became the youngest person
to reach the summits of the tallest mountains on each of the seven continents.”

Sabic-El-Rayess, Amra. The Cat I Never Named.  2020: In 1992, Amra was a teen in Bihac, Bosnia, when her
best friend said they couldn’t speak anymore. Her friend didn’t say why, but Amra knew the reason:
Amra was Muslim. It was the first sign her world was changing. Then Muslim refugees from other
Bosnian cities started arriving, fleeing Serbian persecution. When the tanks rolled into Bihac,
bringing her own city under siege, Amra’s happy life in her peaceful city vanished. Here is the
stunning true story of a teen who, even in the brutality of war, never wavered in her determination to
obtain an education, maintain friendships, and even find a first love.

Sheinkin, Steve. Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team. 2017.  “[A]n astonishing
underdog sports story—and more. It’s an unflinching look at the U.S. government’s violent
persecution of Native Americans and the school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly
told by three-time National Book Award finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men
who came together at that school, the overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field,
and their absolute refusal to accept defeat.

Rhodes-Courter, Ashley. Three Little Words. “Sunshine, you’re my baby and I’m your only mother.  You must
mind the one taking care of you, but she's not your mama." Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent nine years of
her life in fourteen different foster homes, living by those words. As her mother spirals out of control,
Ashley is left clinging to an unpredictable, dissolving relationship, all the while getting pulled deeper
and deeper into the foster care system. Painful memories of being taken away from her home quickly
become consumed by real-life horrors, where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, shuffled from
school to school, and forced to endure manipulative, humiliating treatment from a very abusive foster
family. In this inspiring, unforgettable memoir, Ashley finds the courage to succeed - and in doing so,
discovers the power of her own voice.
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Rosen, Michael. The Missing:  The True Story of My Family in WWII. “They were there at the beginning of the
war, but they were gone by the end. I suppose they died in the camps.” That’s all young Michael Rosen,
born in England just after the end of the Second World War, was told about the six great-aunts and
great-uncles who had been living in Poland or France at the beginning of that war. This wasn’t enough
for him. So, as an adult, he started to search. He asked relatives for any papers they might have. He
read book after book. He searched online, time and again, as more information was digitized and
suddenly there to be found. In a unique mix of memoir, history, and poetry, scholar and children’s
literature luminary Michael Rosen explores his family history, digging up more details than he ever
thought he would and sharing them with readers so that now, a lifetime after the Nazis tried to make
the world forget the Rosen family and the rest of Europe’s Jews, his readers can do something
essential: remember. With an extensive list of titles for further reading, maps of France and Poland, a
family tree, and an introduction by lauded author and anthologist Marc Aronson, this immensely
readable narrative offers a vital tool for talking to children about the Holocaust against the
background of the ongoing refugee crisis.

Roy, Travis. Eleven Seconds: A Story of Tragedy, Courage and Triumph.  In this heartfelt testament to the power
of love and the strength of the human spirit, Travis Roy, who suffered a devastating injury eleven
seconds into his first college hockey game, reveals how he has managed to cope after the accident
and, with the help of family and friends, overcome tremendous barriers to begin a new life.

Turner, Pamela. A Life in the Wild: George Schaller’s Struggle to Save the Last Great Beasts. 2008.  “Schaller's
landmark research revolutionized field biology, demonstrating that it is possible to study dangerous
animals in their own habitats: mountain gorillas in Central Africa, predatory tigers in India,
mysterious snow leopards in the Himalayas, and many others. His insights about species and
environment led him to successfully advocate for the protection of over 190,000 square miles of
wilderness around the world – an area the size of Spain. Packed with grand adventure, intriguing
science, dramatic photographs, and Schaller's own breathtaking descriptions of the natural world and
the animals who live in it, this full-color biography brilliantly captures the spirit and passion of
George Schaller's unusual – and inspiring – life in the wild.”

Vance, Ashlee. Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future. 2017. There are few people in history who could
match Elon Musk’s relentless drive and vision. A modern combination of famous inventors and
industrialists like Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and Steve Jobs, Elon is the man behind companies
such as SpaceX, Tesla Motors, SolarCity, and PayPal that are transforming the way we live.

Voiklis, Charlotte, Jones. Becoming Madeleine: A Biography of the Author of a Wrinkle in Time by Her
Granddaughters. 2018. “This elegant and insightful biography of Madeleine L'Engle (1918-2007) was
written by her granddaughters, Charlotte Jones Voiklis and Lena Roy. Using never-before-seen
archival materials that include photographs, poems, letters, and journal entries from when Madeleine
was a child until just after the publication of her classic, A Wrinkle in Time, her granddaughters weave
together an in-depth and unique view of the famous writer. It is a story of overcoming obstacles--a
lonely childhood, financial insecurity, and countless rejections of her writing--and eventual triumph.
Becoming Madeleine will speak not only to fans of the icon's work, but also to anyone interested in
writing.”

Woodson, Jacqueline. Brown Girl Dreaming. 2016. “Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always
felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African
American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness
of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally
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charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s
eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that
she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the
first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.”
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